AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

But before making this statement Mr. Gandhi, for-
saking his generalisations, specifically enumerates those
parts of Mother India that are, he says, to his personal
knowledge untrue. They are four in number ; briefly,
as follows :

First : 'She has described the visit to me, and in-
formed her readers that there are always with me
two "secretaries'* who write down every word I
say/1

Second : 'But the real crime committed against me
is described by her at pages 38y-88/a (344-45 Cape
edition.) This concerns Mother 'India's account of Mr.
Gandhis behaviour when stricken with appendicitis
while serving a term in jail. The book records the
report that he asked to be operated upon by the English
surgeon in charge, instead of by his Indian physicians,
and this in spite of his recent denunciations of all
Western medical practice.

Third : Thus she describes an ovation said to have
been given to the Prince of Wales, of which Indian
India has no knowledge, but which could not possibly
escape it if it had happened/3

Fourth: 1 warn them [American and English
readers] against believing this book. I do not remem-
ber having given the message Miss Mayo imputes to
me. The only one present who took any notes at
all has no recollection of the message imputed to me/4

During the past eighteen months, these accusations
have been reprinted in so many columns, pamphlets,

1 Young India, September isth, 1937.
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